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NBI 06 ANNUAL MEETING OF DELEGATES

MAY 2-3, 2025
MassMutual Center - Springfield, MA

2025 FORM FOR NEW BUSINESS ITEMS

Arms Embargo 3-25-25 10:50pm
NBI Name Date and Time

Tom Meyers Retired

Delegate Making the Motion Cell Email Association Represented or Retired
Kirsten Frazier Education Association of Worcester
Delegate Seconding the Motion Cell Email Association Represented or Retired

According to the MTA Standing/Special Rules:
With the exception of items on the agenda, all substantive motions shall be submitted in writing to the Presiding Officer.

MOTION
MOVED:

The Massachusetts Teachers Association will endorse Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven’s weapons divestment bill,
H.2984 (“AN ACT RELATIVE TO PENSION DIVESTMENT FROM COMPANIES PROVIDING MILITARY
EQUIPMENT TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL").

SUBMITTER’S RATIONALE:

Attempts to dismantle public education affect the everyday lives of teachers and students across the
Commonwealth. These ongoing attacks are closely connected to US financial and ideological support for
Israel’'s genocide against the Palestinian people. Despite reports from the UN, Amnesty International, and
Human Rights Watch detailing Israel's crimes against humanity, the United States sent a record $17.9 billion
dollars in aid to Israel in a single year. Rather than, for example, pay a year's salary for 195,438 elementary
school teachers at home, US taxpayers fund bombs for schools and hospitals abroad. In Massachusetts, the
state’s Pension Fund invests $2.1 billion of public money in weapons manufacturers.

The urgency of passing this specific weapons divestment bill (H.2984) is heightened with the most-recent
collapse of the ceasefire agreement in Gaza. While the International Criminal Court has issued an active
arrest warrant for Benjamin Netanyahu, the state he governs has resumed killing hundreds of Palestinians

DUES IMPACT:

None
SUBMITTER’S COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE:

MTA COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE (For MTA use only):

$0:; 1 hour
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NEW BUSINESS ITEMS submitted by 5 p.m. on Monday, April 28, will be distributed to the delegates at
Registration and commence to be considered at the Friday session.

New Business Items with a policy implication must be submitted by 5 p.m. on the Monday (April 28)
prior to the Meeting of Delegates and shall be considered throughout the meeting at times determined
by the Presiding Officer.

New Business Items WITH budgetary implications should be submitted either by the Monday prior to
the Annual Meeting (April 28) or no later than prior to the conclusion of business on Friday (May 2) at
the Annual Meeting so that they may be acted upon prior to adoption of the annual budget and the
dues for FY2025-2026, which will occur Saturday morning. A New Business Item WITH budgetary
implications is defined as any activity or action that would result in an additional expenditure of more than
$1,000 by the MTA. New Business Items WITH budgetary implications will be considered in the order in
which they are received but before other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications.

Other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications may be submitted during the meeting up
to the end of the first hour on Saturday morning (by approximately 10 a.m. Saturday, May 3). These may
be considered during the meeting in the order in which they are received.

Submit to MTAGovernance@massteacher.org

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Freeling, Director of Governance and
Administration Division at jfreeling@massteacher.org.
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